


A warm welcome to our
new Doctoral Candidates!



Doctoral Education - Context
➢ “Salzburg principles” - Ten Basic principles for doctoral training (within Bologna process)

 - Doctorate = “Advancement of knowledge through original research work” 

 - Widening for employment opportunities beyond academia. 

➢ Internationally: Rapid transformation in the past two decades

• Doubling of doctoral degrees awarded (but not of permanent academic positions !)

• Career paths in and outside of academia

• Doctoral school / training centre

➢ Doctoral candidates as early stage researchers, with appropriate funding and work contract

➢ Organisation in doctoral schools, promotion of transversal skills & interdiscplinarity, quality assurance  

➢ Talent attraction to Uni.lu and Luxembourg

➢ Instrument for collaboration (national, international, PPPs and PPs)



Heads of DS

4 Doctoral Schools

DP Coordinators

13 Doctoral Programs

(as defined in the 
Règlement des études)

Vice-Rector for Research
& BED

4 Programmes

• Humanities
• Education
• Social Sciences
• Psychology

2 Programmes

• Economics & 
Management

• Finance

1 Programme

• Law

6 Programmes

• Engineering
• Mathematics
• Physics & Material Sc.
• Computer Science & 

Comp. Engineering
• Biomedicine
• Complex Systems Sc.

Doctoral education

Bureau des Etudes Doctorales – BED

Doctoral School
Science and Engineering

(DSSE)

Doctoral School
Humanities and Social Sc.

(DSHSS)

Doctoral School
Eco., Fin., and Management

(DSEFM)

Doctoral School 
in Law
(DSL)

581 63250 94

Organisation of Doctoral Education @ Uni.lu

Data from Jan. 2023

Prof. Kreis Prof. Dembeck Prof. Mendes Prof. Picard

Anja 
Lenninger



Luxembourg: a great place for Doctoral Education!

SSH

407 = 41%

DSSE

Science and 

Engineering

DSHSS

Humanities and 

Social Sciences

DSEF     Eco & Fin

DSL Law

UL contract
(673)

Self-financed
(136 )

LIST (64)

LISER (40)

LIH (54)

STEM

581 = 59 %

Topic distribution Institutions

MPI (17)

Data from 2022/23
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Young, international, interdisciplinary
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LNS (4)

~1000

PhDs

> 1200
Awarded degrees (tot.)

≈ 15 %
Drop-out rate

210
Degrees awarded in 2022

3 to 4 years
Duration

(f ≈ 3.8 years)

> 40 %
Stay in Luxembourg

50
Part-time

111
International

Cotutelle



Employment outlook for PhD graduates

“Employment of PhD Graduates 2006/2007 

- 2017/2018“, 60% response rate

(Source: 2019 Analysis of UL’s Office for Statistics and 

Instititional Research) 

48 % Academia

Current Employment
(view for entire University) 

29 % Company

7 % Research Institute

8 % Public sector

6 % EU organ., NGO etc.

38 % Academia

35 % Company

6 % Research Institute

11 % Public sector

7 % EU organ. NGOs etc.

3% Others2 % Others

1st Employment
(view for entire University) 



All the best for your
doctoral journey!
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